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Description
After graduating summa cum laude from Dana College in 1981 with a bachelor's degree in mathematics and a
minor in coaching, Brian Serr wasn't sure he wanted to leave the gym for the courtroom. Reluctantly setting his
hoop dreams aside, Serr headed to law school. He graduated near the top of his class in 1984.
Serr took a position as a legal writing instructor and LL.M. candidate at the University of Illinois, pausing first
to pass the bar. The following summer, after completing the LL.M. program at Illinois, he went back to Europe
with a college coach to put on several basketball clinics in Belgium. Upon returning to the states, he moved to
Houston to clerk for the legendary John R. Brown, Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit throughout much of the civil rights era.
At Baylor, Serr has come full circle back to his original interests - teaching, coaching, international travel, and
basketball. He teaches courses in criminal and constitutional law. He has been recognized for his commitment
to teaching by Baylor University (Most Outstanding Faculty Member in Schools of Law, Business, Engineering
& Computer Science, 2002) and by The Texas Lawyer (honored in 2003 as â€œThe Most Influential
Professorâ€• on the most highly regarded law teaching faculty in Texas). Serr has also coached for 29 years in
the law school's nationally known advocacy program. In national moot court competitions, his appellate
advocacy teams have recorded five national championships, one national second-place finish, and five national
third-place finishes. His teams have also won numerous regional competitions.
Professor Serr has briefed and orally argued cases in both the U.S. Supreme Court and the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Earlier this decade, he won a decade-long civil rights case involving police
brutality, a case that established important precedents in the area of municipal liability for the improper hiring
and/or inadequate training of police officers. Three times he has been asked to represent The Conference of
Chief Justices (composed of the Chief Justices of all 50 states) in U.S. Supreme Court cases. His work on one
of those cases, which ended with the Supreme Court upholding the constitutionality of the states' primary
funding vehicle for providing legal services for the poor, earned Serr one of the American Bar Association's top
pro bono awards.

Industry Expertise
Legal Services, Education/Learning, Professional Training and Coaching

Topics
Criminal Law, Islamic Law, International Human Rights, Human Rights

Affiliations

Education
Washington University School of Law
J.D. Law
University of Illinois College of Law
LL.M. Law
Dana College
B.S. Mathematics

Please click here to view the full profile.
This profile was created by Expertfile.

